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OFFICE  CF  THT  THEATER  JUDC8  ADVOCATE 
WAR  CRIMES  BRANCH 


APO  5C0 
9  Ootober  1945 

MEMORANDUM  TOi  Prosecution  Section  (Report  *'o.  69). 

THRUi  Executive  Officer,  War  Crimea  Branch. 

SUBJECT 1  Massacre  of  non-ccm betant  oivilian a  at  Bauan,  Batangaa 


On  the  morning  of  28  February  1945*  members  of  the  Japanese 
Amy  stationed  at  Bauan,  Batangaa  Province,  notified  all  residents  of 
the  town  there  would  be  a  mass  meeting  at  the  Bauan  Homan  Ca tholic 
Church,  and  that  everyone  should  assemble  there  forthwith  (R  3*  8,  ll). 

In  order  to  prevent  esoape,  guards  were  plaoed  on  all  roads  leading  from 
the  town  (R  3)*  By  1000  on  the  morning  in  question,  praotioally  every¬ 
one  in  the  village  bad  congregated  at  the  church ,  at  #xioh  time  the  women 
and  ohildren  were  separated  from  the  man,  and  taken  to  the  Bauan  Elemen¬ 
tary  School  Building  (R  3,  8).  The  men,  forced  to  remain  in  the  ohuroh, 
mere  Utea  wear  shad  tar  hw  J^msn,  «al  emyth lag  of  valwe  wnprlsteii 
they  were  thee  t«Jd  to  sit  ia  the  yews,  ei|ht  men  to  a  bench,  mi  •  gtl* 
MMl  dlsolheed  n  total  if  JE8  OM  present  Wo  further  aotion  was 

taken  until  approximately  1  P.W. ,  at  whioh  time  the  men  were  marohed  in 
groups  of  100,  into  the  basement  of  the  house  of  Severino  BAUTISTA,  about 
190  yards  Northeast  of  the  ohuroh  (R  3,  L,  8).  The  doors  of  the  basement 
were  dosed  and  a  short  time  thereafter  Japanese  soldiers  were  beard 
moving  around  on  the  floor  above.  A  hissing  sound  was  then  heard,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  sound  of  Japanese  soldiers  running  away.  Immediately  there¬ 
after  there  was  a  deafening  explosion  which  either  killed  or  wounded  most 
of  those  in  the  basement  (R  4,  8,  11,  Ik) .  Mont  of  those  not  killed  by 
the  explosion  were  shot  or  bayonetted  as  they  attempted  to  esoape  from 
the  building,  but  a  few  managed  to  slip  away  \R  9,  14), 
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